
heterotypic homonym Brachypodium plukenetii C. Presl (Fl. Sicul.:
xlv. 1826, ‘Pluckenetii’). AGoogle Scholar search of these two names,
conducted on 1 April 2022, with 3390 results for the search “Brachy-
podium retusum” and only 19 for “Brachypodium plukenetii”, empha-
sizes the preference for the former name.
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(2897) Sida albidaWilld., Enum. Pl.: 722. Jun 1809 [Angiosp.:Malv.],
nom. cons. prop.
Typus: [Spain], “Teneriffa, Barranco Santo”,Webb (FI barcode
FI 006084), typ. cons. prop.

Abutilon albidum (Willd.) Sweet (Hort. Brit.: 54. 1826) is applied
to a species narrowly distributed in the Canary Islands (Tenerife) and
northwestern Africa (Algeria, Morocco) (Webb & Berthelot, Hist.
Nat. Iles Canaries 3(2,1): 39–40. 1836; Masferrer y Arquimbau in
Anales Soc. Esp. Hist. Nat. 9: 334–335. 1880; Bornmüller in Bot.
Jahrb. Syst. 33: 451. 1904; Pitard & Proust, Iles Canaries: 136–
137. 1908; Lindinger in Abh. Auslandsk., Reihe C, Naturwiss. 21:
243. 1926; Burchard in Biblioth. Bot. 98: 97. 1929; Maire in Mém.
Soc. Hist. Nat. Afrique N. 3: 153–154. 1933, in Bull. Soc. Hist. Nat.
Afrique N. 27: 203–238. 1936; Emberger & Maire, Cat. Pl. Maroc:
4: 1069. 1941; Sauvage in Bull. Soc. Sci. Nat. Maroc 29: 123. 1949;
Quézel & Santa, Nouv. Fl. Algérie: 623. 1963; Verloove & Sennikov,
[submitted]). It occurs on basaltic rocks in the desert or semi-desert
areas in Africa and was also recorded from similar habitats and river-
beds in the Canaries.

Abutilon albidum is a rare species that is very similar to
A.bidentatum (Hochst.)A.Rich.,whichoccurs in arid areasof tropical
to northeastern Africa and western Asia up to India, and to the com-
mon tropical weed A. indicum (L.) Sweet. It can be distinguished from
A. indicum by smaller corollas and fewer mericarps, and from
A. bidentatum by mericarps without cusps or protuberances (Verloove
& Sennikov, [submitted]). Despite a close morphological similarity,
the three species also differ genetically (Verloove, unpub. data).

Willdenow (Enum. Pl.: 722. 1809) validly published the name
Sida albida Willd. for a species that was later correctly referred to

Abutilon Mill. as A. albidum (Willd.) Sweet (l.c.). In the protologue,
Willdenow emphasized a close resemblance of his S. albida to
S. vesicaria Cav., which is a synonym of A. indicum, and Baker (in
J. Bot. 31: 213. 1893) reduced S. albida to a variety of the latter spe-
cies. Contemporary databases such as POWO (Plants of the World
Online, Kew) or WFO (World Flora Online) also synonymize
S. albida and A. albidum with A. indicum.

Willdenow described Sida albida without provenance, based
on cultivated plants of uncertain origin. Webb & Berthelot (l.c.) ac-
cepted Willdenow’s description for the plants they collected from
Tenerife in the Canary Islands. This was the first report of the species
from the wild. Following an accurate drawing and a new detailed
description provided by Webb & Berthelot, Abutilon albidum was
further identified and reported from northwestern Africa (Maire,
l.c. 1933, 1936; Emberger & Maire, l.c. 1941).

The only original specimen in existence for Sida albida is seem-
ingly the holotype (Fryxell in Lundellia 2002(5): 82. 2002). This
specimen is preserved at B with a digital image available at https://
ww2.bgbm.org/Herbarium/specimen.cfm?Barcode=BW12701010.
Our examination of this specimen confirmed its identity with Abu-
tilon indicum, which agrees with the synonymization in POWO and
disagrees with the established usage in the Canary Islands and
Africa (Valdés in Euro+Med Plantbase. 2011; http://ww2.bgbm.
org/EuroPlusMed/PTaxonDetail.asp?NameCache=Abutilon%20albi
dum&PTRefFk=7100000).

Webb & Berthelot (l.c.), who described and illustrated the
species of northern Africa and Tenerife, published the new combi-
nation Abutilon albidum based on Sida albida, clearly unaware of
Sweet’s earlier publication, and therefore published a later isonym
of A. albidum (Willd.) Sweet but misapplied it to a different species.
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This misapplication started a bifurcation in the taxonomic history of
A. albidum, whichwas consistently accepted by the Saharo-Canarian au-
thors for their native species but placed in the synonymy of A. indicum
by monographers. The modern databases seem to be lost at this puzzle.
Due to this splitting, the two usages of A. albidum, by Sweet and by
Webb & Berthelot, were erroneously treated as homonyms in Euro+
Med PlantBase (Valdés, l.c.), of which Sweet’s new combination was
erroneously applied to the native species and Webb & Berthelot’s iso-
nym was unexplainably referred to the invasive weed A. grandifolium
G. Don. In international databases like POWO, the nomenclature and
taxonomy of A. albidum were accepted correctly, credited to Sweet
and synonymized with A. indicum, but the Saharo-Canarian species
completely disappeared from the taxonomic checklist due to the absence
of a correct name for it.

As the Saharo-Canarian species has been constantly, since its
first description by Webb & Berthelot and until the present day,
called Abutilon albidum and as this species name has had a very lim-
ited circulation outside this geographical area, only occasionally
appearing in the synonymy of A. indicum, we believe that it would be in
the interests of nomenclatural stability to conserve A. albidum in order
to protect the current usage for the species in its native distribution.

As a conserved type, we propose a specimen collected by
P.B.WebbinTenerife thatwas thebasisofhis treatment that established
the current usage. This specimen, kept at FI and digitally available via
JSTOR (https://plants.jstor.org/stable/10.5555/al.ap.specimen.fi006084),

is an excellent sample ofAbutilon albidum, showing the species’ char-
acters in flower and fruit and perfectly preserved.

Conservation of Abutilon albidum with a new type would allow
continuing the use of this species name for a species endemic to
northern Africa and Macaronesia, without a risk of confusion be-
cause the formally correct placement of this name in synonymy of
A. indicum has never been obscuring this usage. On the opposite side,
rejection of the present proposal would leave the Saharo-Canarian
species nameless, with the need for its formal redescription as a
new species. This name change would have been solely for nomen-
clatural grounds, which is discouraged by Art. 14.1 of the ICN.
Although the species is a regional endemic and does not therefore
appear in much literature outside the poorly studied areas of north-
ern Africa, the current use of its name, which remains unambiguous
and continuous for 185 years, appeals for its preservation. Besides
the historical mentions cited above, many recent African sources
(Fennane& al., Fl. Prat. Maroc 1: 295. 1999; Fennane&Tatou in Trav.
Inst. Sci. Univ. Mohammed V, Sér. Bot. 37: 286. 2005; Dobignard
& Chatelain in Publ. Hors-Sér. Conserv. Jard. Bot. Genève 4: 379–
380. 2012; Fennane, Elém. Livre Rouge Fl. Vasc. Maroc 8: 2. 2018)
accept this species name.
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(2898) Pycnarrhena Miers ex Hook. f. & Thomson, Fl. Ind. [2]:
206. 1–19 Jul 1855, nom. cons. prop.
Typus: P. pleniflora Miers ex Hook. f. & Thomson.

(=) Antitaxis Miers in Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist., ser. 2, 7: 44. Jan
1851, nom. rej. prop.
Typus: A. fasciculata Miers (Contrib. Bot. 3: 356. Nov–Dec
1871).

John Miers (in Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist., ser. 2, 7: 33–45. 1851)
published a brief overview of theMenispermaceae in which he recog-
nised six tribes that included a total of 35 genera. An additional five
genera were listed by Miers, but he was unable to place these in tribes
owing to the shortage of suitable material. Amongst these five genera
were “Pycnarrhena” and “Antitaxis”. The descriptive statements asso-
ciated with these generic names in the Miers paper were limited. For
“Pycnarrhena”, this was “approaching Anamirta in having more than

the usual number of stamens, aggregated in a central globular mass”.
For “Antitaxis”: “it bears much analogy in habit to Pycnarrhena, but
it is very different in the stucture of its flower; its floral envelopes are
decussately arranged in opposite pairs, there being only two petals
and four stamens”. To clarify, the first statement is not diagnostic;
Miers noted that Pycnarrhenawas similar toAnamirtaColebr. in exhi-
biting a large number of stamens per flower united into a synandrium.
For Antitaxis, the statement diagnoses Antitaxis against Pycnarrhena.
Additionally, the arrangement of the perianth, the petal number and
stamen number given are not similar across the combination of these
three characters for any other of theMenispermaceae genera furnished
with descriptions in the paper.

Beccari (in Malesia 1: 158. 1877) was the first to combine
Pycnarrhena and Antitaxis into one genus, which he called Pycnar-
rhena. This circumscription has been more or less maintained since
then and Pycnarrhena is now used for a genus of 9 or 10 species
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